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The  summary  information  in  this  report  is  intended  to 
provide  teachers,  school  administrators,  students,  and 
interested  others  with  an  overview  of  results  from  the  January 
1990  administration  of  the  English  33  Diploma  Examination. 
The  information  will  be  most  useful  when  teachers  and 
administrators  use  it  in  conjunction  with  the  detailed  school 
and  jurisdiction  reports  that  have  been  mailed  to  school 
jurisdiction  offices.  An  annual  provincial  report  containing 
a detailed  analysis  of  the  combined  January  and  June  results 
will  be  distributed  in  the  fall  of  1990. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EXAM 

The  English  33  Diploma  Examination  consists  of 
two  parts:  a written-response  section  worth  50%  of  the  total 
examination  mark  and  a multiple-choice  section  worth  50% 
of  the  total  examination  mark. 

ACHEYPMPNT  OF  STANDARDS 

The  information  reported  is  based  on  the  final  blended  marks 
achieved  by  3 941  students  who  wrote  the  January  1990 
English  33  Diploma  Examination. 

•94.0%  of  these  students  achieved  the  acceptable 
standard  (a  final  blended  mark  of  50%  or  higher). 
•3.8%  of  these  students  achieved  the  standard  of 

excellence  (a  final  blended  mark  of  80%  or  higher). 

EEQVINCIAl  AVERAGES 

•The  average  school-awarded  mark  was  60.8%. 

•The  average  diploma  exam  mark  was  63.2%. 

•The  average  final  blended  mark,  representing  an 
equal  weighting  on  the  diploma  and  school 
marks,  was  62.5%. 
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PART  A:  WRITTEN  RESPONSE 


The  Part  A:  Written  Response  diploma  examination  in  English  33  is  written  at  a different  time  from  the 
Pan  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  diploma  examination  and  contributes  50%  of  the  total  examination 
mark.  Students  are  required  to  write  three  separate  assignments,  each  of  which  assesses  a variety  of  writing 
and  thinking  skills. 

The  results  for  Pan  A:  Written  Response  are  most  clearly  understood  in  the  context  of  the  assignments 
and  the  scoring  descriptors,  and  are  best  interpreted  by  considering  the  percentage  of  students  achieving  at 
(3)  ADEQUATE  or  better.  Adequate  work  that  meets  the  standards  expected  is  described  in  the  scoring 
guide.  Complete  scoring  guides  are  available  in  the  Grade  12  Diploma  Examinations  Program  Bulletin: 
English  30  & English  33:  1989-90  School  Year  (August  1989). 

The  table  below  outlines  the  requirements  for  each  assignment,  the  categories  for  scoring  each  assignment, 
the  amount  each  of  those  categories  contributes  to  the  total  examination  mark  (Parts  A and  B combined), 
and  the  percentage  of  students  achieving  at  the  various  levels  of  expectation. 

PART  A:  WRITTEN-RESPONSE  BLUEPRINT  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  RESULTS 


PROPORTION 

PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  SCORES 

DESCRIPTION  OF  THE 
WRITING  ASSIGNMENT 

SCORING 

CATEGORY 

OF 

TOTAL  MARK 

(%) 

(5) 

PROFICIENT 

(4) 

CAPABLE 

(3) 

ADEQUATE 

(2) 

LIMITED 

(1) 

POOR 

(0) 

INS 

Personal  Response  to 
LilflamiE 

The  student  is  required  to 

1.  Thought  and 
Detail 

10.0 

19 

23.5 

572 

16.0 

1.2 

0.2 

discuss  an  aspect  of  literature 
from  a personal  perspective. 

2.  Organization 

5.0 

1,6 

25.7 

60.1 

11.7 

0.6 

0.2 

3.  Matters  of 
Choice 

5.0 

2.4 

24.1 

60.2 

11.8 

1.3 

0.2 

4.  Matters  of 
Convention 

5.0 

4.1 

33.0 

45.9 

14.4 

2.5 

0.2 

Functional  Writing 
The  assignment  is 
functional  in  nature. 

1.  Thought  and 
Detail 

10.0 

. 2.7  : : 

25.9 

57.4 

12.4 

1.2 

0.5 

The  student  is  required  to 
write  within  a given 

2.  Organization 

2.5 

2.5 

26.8 

59.1 

10.5 

0.6 

0.5 

situation  or  context. 

3.  Writing  Skills 

2.5 

; 32 

27.6 

51.2 

15.4 

2.1 

0.5 

Visual 

Cpmmupicatipn 

The  writing  assignment  is 

1.  Thought  and 
Detail 

5.0 

1.7 

14.6 

48.3 

30.6 

2.9 

2.0 

connected  to  one  or  more 
photographs  and/or  cartoons. 

2.  Organization 

2.5 

v L7 

13.9 

54.4 

26.1 

2.0 

2.0 

The  student  is  required  to 
write  about  main  ideas  and 
techniques  of  visual 
communication. 

3.  Writing  Skills 

2.5 

2.3 

20.6 

532 

19.0 

3.0 

2.0 

Note:  The  shaded  potion  represents  the  percentage  of  students  who  achieved  or  exceeded  an  ADEQUATE  level  of  performance. 
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EXAMINER  S COMMENTS 


On  English  33  Part  A:  Written  Response,  students  are  expected  to  express  ideas  clearly,  thoughtfully,  and  coherently.  The  development 
of  ideas  with  supporting  detail  is  an  expectation  of  all  three  writing  assignments.  Students  are  also  expected  to  demonstrate  effective 
diction  and  syntax,  and  control  of  grammar  and  mechanics. 

Most  students  understood  and  responded  satisfactorily  to  all  three  assignments  on  the  January  1990  Part  A:  Written  Response  examina- 
tion. A majority  of  students  chose  to  describe  a personal  anecdotal  experience  in  response  to  the  PERSONAL  RESPONSE  TO  LITERA- 
TURE assignment.  As  well,  most  students  expressed  an  opinion,  as  the  assignment  required.  Some  students,  however,  wandered  from 
their  stated  opinions  while  developing  their  ideas.  Even  though  maintaining  unity  in  compositions  is  taught  throughout  the  secondary 
grades,  students  appeal  to  need  more  work  on  this  organizational  feature,  linked  as  it  is  to  control  of  thought  Students  should  also  plan 
ideas  before  writing  in  order  to  subordinate  details  to  main  ideas  and  to  eliminate  extraneous  or  digressive  information. 

Most  students  produced  satisfactory  work  on  the  FUNCTIONAL  WRITING  assignment,  which  required  students  to  write  a letter  that 
presented  a convincing  argument.  Students  who  scored  the  highest  marks  invented  plausible  details  to  give  substance  to  their  persuasion. 
They  addressed  the  topic  directly,  used  clear  and  direct  language,  and  included  arguments  to  support  their  point  of  view.  Less  successful 
students  merely  used,  without  elaboration,  information  supplied  in  the  question,  or  they  provided  too  little  support  for  their  arguments. 

In  all  the  writing  assignments,  markers  rewarded  students  for  clarity  of  thought  expressed  in  direct  and  correct  language. 

Achievement  on  the  RESPONSE  TO  VISUAL  COMMUNICATION  assignment  has  improved  considerably  in  recent  examination 
administrations,  although  many  students  still  have  difficulty  organizing  their  ideas  coherently.  Students  who  did  well  chose  a general 
idea  suggested  by  the  picture  and  showed  how  this  general  idea  was  created  by  details  selected  and  arranged  by  the  photographer.  These 
students  often  began  by  noting  those  features  that  provided  contrast  or  tension.  In  general,  students  are  writing  more  substantial,  higher 
quality  compositions  in  this  section  of  the  examination. 

PART  B:  READING  (MULTIPLE  CHOICE) 


EXAMINATION  BLUEPRINT 

Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  has  a value  of  70  marks,  one  mark  for  each  multiple-choice 
question.  Each  question  is  classified  in  two  ways:  according  to  the  thinking  (process)  skill  demanded 
by  the  question  and  according  to  the  curricular  content  area  being  tested.  The  examination  blueprint 
illustrates  the  distribution  of  questions  in  January  1990  according  to  these  classifications.  It  is  important 
to  note  that  one  multiple -choice  question  was  deleted  after  a review  of  question  statistics. 

Question  Type 

Question  Type  by  Thinking  Skills 

Examination 

by  Course 

Emphasis 

Content 

Literal 

Inference  and 

Evaluation 

(%) 

RESULTS 

Understanding 

Application 

Meanings 

49,  60,  61, 69 

7,  10,  13,  14, 

20,  30, 

25  items 

15,  16,  22,  26, 

67,  70 

(18%) 

Results  are  in  average  raw  scores. 

45,51,52,  54, 

Total  Part  B:  44.4  out  of  69 

56,  62,  63,  64,  65 

Subtest  Results:* 

Relationships: 

46 

1.8, 9,  11,  17, 

12,44, 50 

16  items 

Form  and 

18,25,28, 47, 

(11.5%) 

• Course  content 

Content 

59,  66,  68 

- Meanings:  1 6.1  out  of  25 

- Relationships:  Form  and 

Human  Experience 

2,3,4,5,19, 

6, 53,  55, 

1 6 items 

Content-  10.8  out  of  16 

and  Values 

21,23,24,  27, 

aa  AO  CO 

57* 

(11.5%) 

- Human  Experience 

29,  48,  58 

and  Values:  93  out  of  15 

-Life  Skills:  8.1  out  of  13 

Life  Skills 

34,  35, 

38,41 

31,32, 33,  36, 

13  items 

37, 42 

39, 40, 43 

(9%) 

* Readers  are  cautioned  NOT  to  compare 

subtest  results  because  the  subtests  are  not  of 

Examination 

9 items 

43  items 

18  items 

70 

equal  difficulty.  Readers  should  compare 

Emphasis  (%) 

(6%) 

(31%) 

(13%) 

(50%) 

these  provincial  subtest  results  with  their 

own  school  results. 


^Question  57  was  deleted  from  the  examination.  See  page  4 for  a discussion  of  the  question. 
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RESULTS  (continued) 


The  following  table  shows  question-by-question  results  and  the  keyed  answer.  There  is  a parallel  table  in  the  school  and  jurisdiction 
reports  showing  the  percentage  of  students  selecting  each  alternative.  From  this  table,  teachers  can  determine  areas  of  strength  and 
weakness  in  the  achievement  of  their  students  relative  to  the  province  as  a whole  and,  consequently,  areas  of  strength  and  weakness  in 
their  programs. 


OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF.* 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

OUES. 

KEY 

DIFF. 

1 

A 

58.2 

15 

D 

76.7 

29 

C 

69.5 

43 

A 

59.3 

57 

Question  Deleted 

2 

B 

57.6 

16 

D 

49.4 

30 

A 

693 

44 

B 

57.5 

58 

B 

80.6 

3 

C 

42.9 

17 

A 

66.0 

31 

C 

87.6 

45 

B 

81.5 

59 

C 

68.2 

4 

D 

66.5 

18 

B 

71.2 

32 

D 

46.8 

46 

A 

66.0 

60 

D 

56.8 

5 

B 

35.4 

19 

D 

73.2 

33 

D 

58.8 

47 

A 

73.8 

61 

A 

54.2 

6 

A 

50.4 

20 

B 

48.4 

34 

A 

54.7 

48 

C 

72.4 

62 

A 

62.6 

7 

D 

64.5 

21 

C 

76.7 

35 

B 

63.4 

49 

B 

80.5 

63 

B 

70.9 

8 

C 

70.6 

22 

A 

74.5 

36 

C 

77.7 

50 

A 

74.6 

64 

C 

58.0 

9 

c 

81.9 

23 

B 

82.4 

37 

C 

85.0 

51 

B 

56.9 

65 

D 

73.8 

10 

c 

78.8 

24 

D 

65.6 

38 

A 

54.5 

52 

A 

69.4 

66 

B 

44.5 

11 

D 

79.8 

25 

B 

73.8 

39 

D 

57.8 

53 

D 

58.9 

67 

A 

40.8 

12 

B 

78.7 

26 

C 

76.3 

40 

C 

68.4 

54 

C 

59.4 

68 

D 

62.1 

13 

D 

55.0 

27 

D 

63.3 

41 

B 

30.0 

55 

A 

42.3 

69 

D 

45.9 

14 

A 

74.8 

28 

C 

59.7 

42 

C 

72.9 

56 

C 

76.4 

70 

C 

59.5 

♦Difficulty  - percentage  of  students  answering  the  question  correctly 


EXAMINER’S  COMMENTS 

Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  is  designed  to  test  a variety  of  important  skills.  Students  receiving  credit  in  English  33 
are  expected  to  have  developed  a wide  range  of  reading  skills,  to  have  acquired  a vocabulary  that  enables  them  to  read  and 
to  understand  material  meant  for  a general  audience,  and  to  have  developed  some  understanding  of  the  technical  aspects  of 
literature  and  the  English  language.  Students  are  expected  to  show  an  ability  to  draw  inferences  from  their  reading  and  to 
understand  material  that  relies  on  metaphor  and  symbol  for  meaning.  Thus,  students  who  perform  best  on  the  examination 
read  the  selections  closely,  imagining  the  world  created  by  the  writer.  They  read  the  questions  and  alternative  answers  very 
carefully,  checking  the  text  to  confirm  their  choice  of  answer. 

Student  performance  on  Part  B:  Reading  (Multiple  Choice)  of  the  January  1990  English  33  Diploma  Examination  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  following  questions  have  been  selected  for  discussion  to  illustrate  some  of  the  decisions  (good 
and  bad)  that  students  made  in  responding  and  to  show  some  of  the  skills  and  background  knowledge  necessary  for  success. 
Achievement  on  these  questions  reveals  how  students  achieving  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excellence  on  Part  B:  Reading 
(Multiple  Choice)  apply  thinking  skills  rather  than  giving  only  cursory  or  superficial  consideration  to  the  task  set  by  the 
question.  References  to  the  standard  of  excellence  and  the  acceptable  standard  refer  to  achievement  on  Part  B:  Reading 
(Multiple  Choice)  only,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

Questions 

57.  Willey  and  Szekely  differ  MOST  in  their 
attitude  toward 

A.  making  profits 
*B.  the  role  of  women 

C.  leaving  business  to  chance 

D.  the  importance  of  social  status 


Comments 

Based  on  a careful  review  of  question  57  and  discussion  with 
teachers,  it  was  decided  that  the  question  exceeded  expectations  for 
English  33  students,  and  the  question  was  deleted.  Even  students 
performing  at  the  excellent  level  could  not  answer  the  question 
correctly.  Students  had  to  read  beyond  the  words  spoken  by  charac- 
ters in  a play  in  order  to  infer  the  motivation  for  the  characters' 
actions  and  the  attitudes  underlying  the  characters'  behaviors.  After 
comparing  the  characters'  attitudes,  students  then  had  to  choose  an 
answer  that  illustrated  a topic  about  which  the  two  characters' 
attitudes  differed  most. 
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EXAMINER’S  COMMENTS  (continued) 


Questions  Comments 

41.  Robin’s  composition  would  be  strengthened  if  Students  found  question  41  very  difficult  (30%  answered  cor- 


paragraph  3 were 

rectly).  Generally,  those  students  who  achieved  at  or  beyond  the 

A. 

developed  fully 

standard  of  excellence  selected  the  correct  response.  However,  a 
number  of  high  scoring  students,  along  with  those  achieving 

* B. 

deleted  entirely 

below  the  acceptable  standard,  chose  alternative  A,  which  was  an 

C. 

included  elsewhere 

incorrect  response. 

D. 

rearranged  structurally 

The  purpose  of  Robin's  composition  is  to  provide  information 
about  Robin’s  motivation  and  commitment  to  the  volunteer 
program.  The  document  introduction  and  Robin's  introductory 
paragraph  make  this  purpose  clear.  The  document  introduction 
states  "in  order  for  Robin  to  apply  as  a volunteer  for  the  Commu- 
nity Support  Program,  she  is  required  to  submit  a composition 
providing  information  about  her  motivation  and  commitment  to 
the  program."  In  paragraph  1,  Robin  states,  "I  strongly  support 
the  idea  that  you  get  what  you  give.  This  is  what  has  motivated 
me  to  commit  myself  to  becoming  a volunteer  for  the  Commu- 
nity Support  Program."  Because  paragraph  3 (the  subject  of 
question  41)  is  about  inappropriate  motivation  for  volunteers,  the 
information  detracts  from  the  puipose  of  the  composition. 
Developing  the  paragraph  more  fully  would  further  detract  from 
the  unity  and  emphasis  of  the  composition. 

In  order  to  answer  the  question  correctly,  students  must  think 
about  the  ideas  that  are  to  be  included  in  the  composition  and 
make  judgments  about  information  that  is  irrelevant  to  the 
writer's  purpose  or  that  diminishes  the  writer's  purpose  by 
digression.  English  33  students  are  expected  to  understand  the 
relationship  between  the  writer's  purpose  and  the  ensuing  text  in 
the  writing  of  others  and  in  their  own  work. 


66.  The  description  of  the  highway  of  exploration  as 
"pock-marked  with  craters"  (line  69)  is  effective 
because  of  the  writer’s  use  of 

A.  simile 
*B.  metaphor 

C.  alliteration 

D.  exaggeration 


Students  found  question  66  somewhat  difficult.  Only  44.5%  of 
the  students  chose  the  correct  answer.  As  high  as  19%  of  the 
students  achieving  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excellence 
incorrectly  chose  "simile".  Although  61%  of  these  students 
answered  correctly,  students  achieving  below  the  acceptable 
standard  guessed  between  alternatives  C and  D.  This  question 
demanded  an  understanding  of  the  definition  of  basic  literary 
concepts  and  the  exercise  of  judgment  about  which  concept  the 
quotation  from  the  reading  selection  illustrated.  It  is  expected 
that  English  33  students  be  aware  of  the  language  of  the  disci- 
pline. It  is  a reasonable  expectation  for  students  to  know  and 
apply  the  concepts  of  "simile",  "metaphor",  "alliteration",  and 
"exaggeration",  as  the  question  demanded. 


Students  who  achieved  at  or  above  the  standard  of  excellence  on  the  examination  as  a whole  demonstrated  that  they  consis- 
tently read  the  selections  and  all  parts  of  each  question  carefully  and  thoughtfully.  Statistical  results  indicate  that  students 
who  verify  their  answers  by  checking  the  text  are  usually  successful. 


For  further  information,  contact  Elana  Scraba  or  Gloria  Malick  at  Student  Evaluation  and  Records  Branch,  427-2948. 
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